Judge Not? (Part I) 



Many Christians are walking around in denial. They want to be good 
Christians, but they also want to walk with their heads held high and feel 
good about themselves. They may have a heart for God, and do their best to 
live right. But God requires more. It is not exactly pride, but a sense of self- 
sufficiency. If not dealt with it can easily become pride. It seems so innocent 
and good to be self-sufficient, yet we are not self-sufficient spiritually. Satan is 
so subtle. 

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

1 John 2:16 (KJV)© 

While we are in the flesh we are all subject to temptation and sin. The Bible tells us plainly that we cannot keep 
the law perfectly, yet we are to try our best. Our flesh always wants to feels good, so when we inevitably sin on 
occasion our first instinct is to deny it, minimize it and sweep it under the rug. It's that self-sufficiency there telling 
us God doesn't mind, doesn't see, or even that it is not sin! This is why the false doctrine of "Once Saved, 
Always Saved" is so seductive. I will be dealing with that weighty subject in a later post. 

We are totally dependent on Christ physically and spiritually and every other way you may imagine. When we 
forget that and start to think we are self-sufficient it is nothing less than sin! God does not want us self-sufficient 
and proud, but totally dependent on Him and meek. 

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then 
ami strong. 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (KJV) □ 

God has no use for people that think they can get along without Him in every area of their lives. Every breath, 
every beat of our hearts is a gift from Him When we get out of favor with Him He will try speaking to our hearts 
by His Spirit, His Word and by using others. 

For whom the Lord loveth he chaste neth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom 
the father chaste neth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are 
partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 
Hebrews 12:6-8 (KJV) © 




Our flesh hates any kind of correction; from God, or anyone else. God will 
chasten us, and if we harden our hearts to His voice He will use others. The 
proud will be cast down and the meek lifted up. It is in our best interests to 
learn this lesson well If you have not allowed God to deal with you on this 
matter it will be a constant hinder to your walk with Christ. If you won't 
endure sound doctrine you are in a very dangerous place spiritually! 

Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye 
shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: 

Beware the Christian that applies the above verse incorrectly. They will try to make you feel as if you are 
attacking them personally when you are correcting their doctrine. It is one thing to not understand a spiritual 
concept, but if you refuse sound doctrine it is sin. And people will sometimes go to great lengths to cover then- 
sin A Godly Christian loves Godly reproof, but carnal Christians hate it! The story of King David's rebuke by 
the prophet Nathan in II Samuel 12 shows us how a godly man endures correction. Now consider this verse: 

Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged 
by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Know ye not that we shall judge 
angels? how much more things that pertain to this life? If then ye have judgments of 
things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the church. 
1 Corinthians 6:2-4 (KJV) © 

At casual glance these verses would seem to be contradicting each other. However the object that is being 
judged is different. The former verse talks of judging others, while the latter addresses judging matters. There is a 
big difference! The above verse makes it clear that we are to judge matters of doctrine in accordance with the 
Word. 

But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in 
danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in 
danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 
Matthew 5:22 (KJV)© 

We should never attack others personally. To call someone Raca (worthless) or a fool is sin We are 
commanded to judge each others actions and doctrine, but never the person. We also need to be meek and 
consider the word of anyone, whether what they say is of God. If someone comes to us about a matter and they 
quote scripture that condemns our behavior we would be foolish to ignore them, because God Himself may have 
sent them As always the Bible is our guide in these matters. 




Luke 6:37 (KJV) □ 



GO TO PART II 



